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Spiral 
of 
doom 


Last month, at 

Cape Kennedy, America 
tested the first Poseidon 
multi-warhead-missile. 
An attempt by one of 
the men who helped 
design it to prevent the 
firing had failed. 

Here is the perfect 
spiral cloud produced in 
the sky by the rocket as 
it soared from beneath 
the water—beautiful in 
the same treacherous 
way as so many pictures 
of nuclear mushroom 
clouds. 

Now many cities can be 
“taken out” by just 
one rocket, firing off its 
H-bomb rockets at 
selected targets. Polaris 
is obsolete and the 
nightmare grows still 
denser. 


OF CHICAGO 


doves and as cunning as snakes. All . 


George Delf 


Chicago thought it was to be host to 
a political party convention. Instead 
it became a living, bloody theatre, 
offering to modern civilisation a self- 
portrait which ripped aside the old 
smiling mask. Fragments of the old 
face remained: Humphrey laughing as 
always, his name chanted shrilly by 
tinselly blondes in short skirts; the 
grey-faced old pros conducting the 
elaborate old rites on the convention 
floor; windy clouds of idealist rhetoric 
blowing over the delegates. But out- 
side in the streets was the new 
theatre reflecting a new face, at once 
a nightmare and a revelation. 


There in the streets, before the gigan- 
tic, ugly, featureless Hilton hotel, 
were other girls in short skirts. But 
they chanted a different song, a de- 
fiant hymn of derision for the blue- 
helmeted cops who clubbed and beat 
them to the ground. Instead of the 
old sentimental tears of joy as some 
new pop-idol of politics tweaked the 
heart-strings, we had tears wrung 
from us by tear-gas. Instead of 
laughter born of ritual abuse of ritual 
opponents, we had laughter derived 
from a battle for survival. 


Dick Gregory, that beautiful and 
brave person whose home is in this 
brutal city, made us laugh as he de- 
nounced Mayor Richard Daley—“ that 
jumped up crime-syndicate sponsored 
bastard”. Abbie Hoffman, eloquent 
and laughing Yippie, referred to 
“that two-thousand-year-old Yippie, 
Jesus Christ”, and passed on to us 
the ancient advice to be as gentle as 
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the while the background music 
played on: the nervous chatter of the 
police helicopters above, the drone of 
Army spotter planes, the jackal howls 
of the police cars, the popping of tear- 
gas canisters, screams, shouts, 
curses. 

The stage-setting itself was 
symbolically perfect. Describing itself 
as ‘the largest and friendliest hotel 
in the world”, the dreadful Hilton 
seemed to be that old America which 
is dying in front of our eyes, its old 
strength run to fat, its swollen body 
finally denounced by a heart tried 
beyond endurance, Its friendly lobby 
was guarded by a cluster of blue 
cops, themselves overweight reflec- 
tions of Big Power insecurity. In- 
security had so infected this symbolic 
monster that it fell prey to its own 
anxious violence. 

Men and women who deviated even 
slightly from the norm, their hair 
longer or their clothes wilder, were 
clubbed inside the lobby. As if beat- 
ing on its own breast in despair, the 
monster’s agents beat us back against 
the front walls, driving some through 
plate glass windows into a bar. By 
now berserk, these men swung their 
clubs inside the shattered room, 
driving their victims further into the 
hotel. Tear-gas drifted through the 
corridors and up into the rooms of 
the next (perhaps) President of the 
Free World. Closing tight his 
windows, he focused on the television 
reporting of his nomination, clapping 
his own success and kissing the screen 
as his wife flickered across it. 


As so often, authoritarian insanity 
provoked a larger truth. Wednes- 
day’s mass open-air meeting in 
Grant Park was supposed to herald a 
march on the convention amphi- 
theatre, several miles away. But the 
meeting was hemmed in by a massed 
array of soldiers and police. In the 
background, atop a large pseudo- 
Grecian building, were more soldiers, 
their rifles pricking the blue sky. The 
helicopters chattered on overhead, 
police cameras directed towards us. 
The right to dissent was being exer- 
cised in the world’s largest 
democracy. Speakers urged that we 
“ keep our cool”, remain seated. 


Then someone lowered the US flag to 
half-mast. The police moved in. Sticks 
and other debris were thrown. Sud- 
denly, chanting savagely and swinging 
their clubs in unison, a phalanx of 
cops moved towards us, charging 
straight into people who one moment 
before were sitting and lying peace- 
fully on the grass and benches. 
Screams filled the air as benches over- 
turned, women and children trapped 
beneath them. 


In a futile effort to slow the momen- 
tum of this assault, I grabbed the cop 
at my end of the column and we fell 
into the dust, his helmet rolling away. 
We parted instantly. He turned to- 
wards me, his face contorted with 
fear and rage. But his squad was 
moving away, and if he had gone 
after me he would have been left 
behind, isolated. He turned and ran 
after them. It was a dream sequence 
and I felt nothing A voung man 


passed by, his white shirt drenched 
in blood from a head wound. 

This assault receded and the march 
began to form up. The soldiers, pale 
reservists, many of whom had tried 
to dodge Vietnam by joining the 
National Guard, fumbled to fix their 
bayonets. The march never left the 
park. For two hours there was a stale- 
mate. Then as if by some common 
intuition the march dispersed and we 
drifted off in ones and twos, with 
police consent. Back towards the 
Hilton. 


But soldiers guarded all the bridges 
for a mile or so northwards. Even- 
tually we outflanked them and poured 
into Michigan Avenue, the main 
street. At that very moment the poor 
people’s mule train crossed our path, 
led by Ralph Abernathy. The crowd 
swarmed in behind them, filling the 
road, singing and chanting slogans: 
“Stop the War’, “ Hell No, We Won’t 
Go”, “ Welcome to Prague”. 


Pile of bodies 


For the first time, and thanks to the 
stupidity of the police, we had 
achieved our objective of publicly 
demonstrating our rejection of the 
war in Vietnam and all it stood for. 
For a few minutes the commercial 
routine of this vast city was replaced 
by something spontaneous, concerned, 
human. For a while the police were 
nonplussed by this sudden reversal of 
their strategy. 


But when we reached the Hilton all 
hell broke loose. One moment I was 
lying on a four-deep pile of bodies, 
the next forced against the hotel’s 
front facade, then dodging between 
running blue figures as those nearby 
were pressed against and through the 
glass windows. The bright lights 
focused on us, and this latest scene 
was beamed in colour and black and 
white to homes throughout the 
world. 

Over in the convention hall news of 
the chaos outside trickied in. and a 
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Police wade into a demonstrator 
outside the Democratic Convention 
in Chicago on the night of August 
27. 100 people were injured that 
night, including, say reports, 10 
police and 11 newsmen. 


sense of increasing unreality began 
to pervade the proceedings. Daley 
was booed. Even the Illinois delega- 
tion was booed. Later in the night, as 
we watched a colour programme at 
the New York McCarthy delegation 
headquarters, we were made vividly 
aware of two worlds drifting in- 
exorably apart. 


What happens next? The old monster 
of mass-minded officialdom will no 
doubt shamble onwards for a few 
years. But Chicago was a moment of 
spiritual death and_ rebirth. 
Democracy is dead. Long live 
democracy! Brute force has been, can, 
and will be outfaced. Thousands of 
brave young people now know that 
they are strong and right and will 
one day win. Not only here but in 
Prague and throughout a civilisation 
blinded by fearful greed and stifled 
by an irresponsible bureaucracy. 

Our job now is to give this fresh 
spirit of responsible awareness the 
flesh and bones of social and political 
effectiveness. We must offer a gener- 
ous amnesty to those now doubting 
their own loyalties. We need each 
other. We must use our brains and 
imagination in our own communities 
to project and develop new patterns 
of living and working, and com- 
municate our ideas and experience 
to others around the world. 
Paradoxically, we will rescn , 
furthest by concentrating most closely 
on the quality of our own lives and 
life around us. We must discard the 
fringe of pig-baiting hatred aroused 
in some by Chicago’s cruelty, and re- 
tain the great power of sympathising 
with men lost in mindless violence. 
The men in blue helmets and their 
grinning masters were the only 
casualties of Chicago. 
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Hate News? 


Sometimes when I open my Peace 
News I feel ashamed. To overcome 
the kind of insanity which leads to 
war we need calm and dignified asser- 
tion of human dignity and rationality. 
If protest against war and the “ hard- 
liners ” becomes associated with prep- 
school pranks, it will become derisory 
and futile. 


I refer, of course, to Stuart Mitchel’s 
“Plain Words And Foul Language ” 
(August 23). And I am on the side of 
your block-makers. I cannot see how, 
if I am in search of peace, I must 
somehow associate myself with those 
who wish to be free to utter obsceni- 
ties whenever they please. The word 
you wished to display is recognised by 
some psycho-analytical authorities I 
could quote (if I were at home and 
not on holiday) as being full of oral 
aggression of a kind belonging to 
primitive stages of the desire to 
attack or empty others. Whatever 
Lawrence tried to do with it, it is 
essentially a word that belongs to de- 
humanised and depersonalised sexual 
activity. 


It thus expresses an absence of 
respect for persons and _ reduces 
human individuality. People who say 
to one another at parties (according 
to Edna O’Brien) “ feel like a fuck? ” 
or who display slogans saying ‘“ fuck 
not fight” are by implication trying 
to take all the essentially personal 
significance out of love and indirectly 
expressing the fear of emotional 
commitment. They want to keep sex 
apart from the wholeness of being 
which they fear and dread. Implicitly 
they are uttering a dread of being 
human at all — which is what the war- 
monger is doing too. 


If people want to shout rude words 
in the Albert Hall or the street I 
don’t much care whether they do or 
not. But to claim that this represents 
a new “freedom” is piffle. This kind 
of anti-human “ tough ” talk is merely 
a complement to the false toughness 
and anti-human attitude of the hawks. 
It is in the barrack-rooms and on the 
field of battle that the “fucks” fly 
most thickly. Strange that Peace News 
should feel itself bound to compete. 

Is it because so many of those who 
are involved in protest are really 
afraid of their own aggression? And 
so want to be able to let it out in 
“harmless” ways? The trouble is, 


Nigel Gray 


VIETNAM: 


The Village of Ben Sue, by Jonathan 
Schell (Jonathan Cape 18s). 


This is a simply but fully related re- 
port by a young American journalist 
who witnessed a highly efficient and 
completely successful operation by 
troops of the American Army, from 
their surprise entry into a village in 
Vietnam to its final complete destruc- 
tion. Schell does not pass any 
judgments: he relates without com- 
ment what he saw and heard. The 
simplicity of the statement adds tre- 
mendous force to the conclusions we 
have to draw for ourselves, and makes 
The Village of Ben Suc a powerful 
indictment of American policy in 
Vietnam. 


The book is never emotional but often 


LETTERS - 


are other Letter 


obscenities are not harmless. They 
degrade human experience, just as 
does the “way-out” affection for 
graffiti, suggestive posters, sex films, 
and all the rest of the ‘ under- 
ground” “sexual revolution” stuff, 
at the root of which lies so much 
hate. Why not Hate News, perhaps? 
David Holbrook, 

15 Royal Circus, Edinburgh 3. 


A Grand Job! 


I want to express my feelings about 
Stuart Mitchel’s fascinating article, 
mainy because I suspect there will be 
many people tempted to write con- 
demnations of the article merely 
because of its use of “foul” 
language. In fact I found the article 
so multi-faceted that, after having 
read it several times, I still don’t 
know where to begin. 


First, I must say how heartily I agree 
with the point about plainer language 
on demonstrations, Last Tuesday 
night I had to ask a Biafran friend 
what his comrades were chanting in 
their native tongue, and reflected on 
the many times I had been asked to 
clarify the message carried on a 
demonstrator’s banner by a person 
supposedly speaking the same 
language. (This also bears out Peter 
Neville’s theory of ‘ middle-class 
pacifists ’ having no contact with the 
working class.) 


Also, Mitchel’s idea of gentleness 
being the voice of war is new to me. 
I had never considered it from quite 
that angle. The platitudes sent out 
by the War Office when somebody 
dies in war are so worded as to 
create pride in the mother’s heart for 
her son who “laid down his life for 
his country” when it should create 
anger at the senseless waste of a 
precious life. ‘‘ Greater love hath no 
man than this” the local war 
memorial says, when it should be 
proclaiming “What utter _ shit- 
stupidity ”! 


Reluctantly, however, I must disagree 
with Stuart Mitchel in one aspect of 
the question: that use of words like 
“fuck” and “cunt” and “ bugger” 
is foul language. These words are part 
of the English language, with literal 
definitions, and have never been de- 
clared illegal to my knowledge. They 
simply fell into disrepute during the 
Victorian era when anything concern- 
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moving. Schell witnessed the killing 
of Vietnamese peasants by frightened, 
confused, and ignorant young Ameri- 
cans who attempted to justify what 
they had done by trying to convince 
themselves that there could be no 
other reason for a man to ride to- 
wards his home and family at a time 
of emergency than that he was a 
“VC.” He witnessed the methods 
used by ARVN soldiers to elicit in- 
formation or confessions from 
suspects under the supervision of 
Americans who, of course, couldn’t 
use such methods themselves but who 
have to admit their effectiveness. He 
was present at interrogations by 
American soldiers which produced 
exactly the replies one would expect 
in such a situation. 
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ing sex or intimate bodily functions 
was “not nice”. In this “ enlight- 
ened” age nobody—well, almost 
nobody — flinches when “sexual in- 
tercourse ” is mentioned, so why not 
“fuck ’? As far as I know they mean 
the same thing. I would like to see 
these words reinstated to their pre- 
Victorian status as serious words 
with a literal meaning. Only then will 
they no longer be used as meaningless 
abuse. “Fuck” means something. 
“Fuck Off! ” is senseless. 


If you have lost one reader over your 
report of Peter Lumsden’s imagina- 
tive protest against the Pope, then 
you will certainly lose several over 
Stuart Mitchel’s article. But don’t 
despair. The pacifist cause doesn’t 
need the silly narrow-minded people 
who sit back and pontificate about 
peace while we are working for it. 
The important thing is freedom — 
freedom of speech, freedom of action, 
and freedom from the oppression of 
all authoritarians, be they hawks or 
doves. This is the only path to a 
peaceful existence, when people 
finally stop trying to impress their 
will and their morals on others. So 
stay with it Peace News, you are do- 
ing a grand job! 

Barbara Tassell, 

91 Paignton Road, N15. 


Verbal Violence? 


My congratulations to your excellent 
biock-maker and my pity for your 
own folly. Whatever made you throw 
open your diminishing pacifist pages 
to an advocate of verbal violence? 


Where has Stuart Mitchel been all his 
life? Foul language isn’t “ beyond 
plainness ”, it’s a retreat from plain 
language, more expressive of the 
user’s background than of degrees of 
anger. It is debased verbal coinage: 
the term “ bastard ”, for example, has 
become so meaningless that it is some- 
times used as a term of endearment! 
Harsh words and home-truths are, of 
course, sometimes necessary! Christ 
was anything but gentle with the 
Pharisees. But could the Czechs have 
been more contemptuous if they had 
chalked “Bastards” instead of 
* Fascists ” on the Soviet tanks? What 
obscene drawing would have been 
even half so effective as the mark of 
the Swastika? 


The essence of home-truths is that 
they hold up a mirror to the ones 


SAN RENEWAL 


This book provides documentary 
evidence of things we have known 
about Vietnam for a long time, as well 
as new information. The interviews 
with American officers, often quoted 
verbatim, are unbelievably like car- 
toons from a satire on Vietnam. It is 
a heartbreaking book, not because of 
the way it is written but because it 
states plain unvarnished facts—and 
the facts are heartbreaking. But in a 
way it is inspiring too. Because 
through all the humiliation, brutality, 
and killing, the people of Vietnam 
themselves retain a dignity that 
makes one wonder how far behind 
them are the Americans like the 
officer who claims that we are one 
thousand years ahead. 
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they see themselves as 
others see them. At our factory, 
though foul language is prevalent, our 
former piece-rate fixer was known as 
“the cruelty-man”: nothing in our 
profane vocabulary was so beautifully 
appropriate. And I am glad to note 
that Mitchel uses, instead of ‘‘ com- 
placent’”’, the word “smug”: an ugly 
word, I think, for an ugly state of 
mind. 


But I suspect that Mitchel simply 
wants to hit out verbally, like those 
absent posters, without thought for 
any innocent bystanders who might 
be hurt or embarrassed and without 
thought for the effectiveness of his 
language. Heaven knows, we need 
language that cuts deep, that is bound 
to hurt: but it is the equivalent of the 
surgeon’s scalpel we are looking for, 
not the meaningless bludgeoning that 
Mitchel advocates. 

Edward Sutcliffe, 

45 Lowerhouse Lane, 

Burnley, Lanes. 


Stab in the Back! 


Plain language would persuade me to 
be honest and write ‘“ Despicable 
Editors”?! You have, in your black- 
framed “obituary notice’ indicated 
your defiant support for Stuart 
Mitchel. Do you then think that ex- 
travagant use of four-letter words con- 
stitutes argument, or that four-letter 
abuse of a long-dead _ military 
personage is pacifism, that licence 
demonstrates courage rather than 
foolishness, or that it helps to con- 
vince fair-minded people or to con- 
found militarists? 


What Mitchel has done, with your 
blessing, is to undermine those good 
writers and arguments in the paper, 
and needlessly to hand out weapons 
to those ready to ban the paper from 
publie libraries. Is it of any help to 
an airline which has good air-frames 
and engines and devoted servants, 
when its pilots encourage a member 
of the crew to plant a bomb on 
board? I do not understand how 
Peace News can ask for financial 
support from, for example, members 
of the Society of Friends, and im- 
mediately stab them in the back, as 
you have done. 

Charles Deakin, 

19 Worts Causeway, Cambridge. 


A Fuck is a Fuck? 


I was very interested in Stuart 
Mitchel’s article on “foul” language. 
I have never been able to understand 
why some words should be foul and 
obscene when others meaning ex- 
actly the same thing should not. For 
example, one can say “sexual inter- 
course” but not “fuck”: ‘excre- 
ment” but not “shit”: ‘“ homo- 
sexual” but not “bugger”. Yet each 
means exactly the same thing. I 
wonder why one is obscene and the 
other not? 

L. Middleton, 

134 Leigh Hall Road, 

Leigh-on-Sea, Essex. 


Letters Deadline, Monday! 
PROVE TE LS SY 
PACIFIST UNIVERSALIST 

SERVICE 
3.30 Sunday, September 8 
Essex Church Hall, 
Palace Gardens Terrace, 
Notting Hill Gate. 
Discourse, Questions, Discussion. 


DAVID HART 


On 


David Hart is Curate of St Michael’s 
Church in Highgate and a member 
of the radical Christian group 
called CHURCH. His wife was one 
of the two women who disrupted 
proceedings at the final session of 
the Lambeth Conference by enter- 
ing with banners saying: JUSTICE, 
NOT CHARITY! 


Recently I gave one of our CHURCH 
leaflets to a Bishop at Canterbury. He 
saw the first quotation and his eyes 
lit up. “ Yes, I know Colin Morris”, 
he said. 


Colin Morris has written this book* 
and it’s one of the things which 
has led me to think the only question 
for a Bishop today is: Shall I resign 
now or later? The progression from 
there seems to me: Shall I or shall I 
not call myself a Christian? And from 
there to Camus’s: Shall I or shall I not 
kill myself? Pll try to explain why. 
Colin Morris is a Methodist and so 
he nas no Bishop problem. This is 
irrelevant. He’s talking about real as 
compared to bogus authority and this 
is what the Bishops, not to mention 
the Pope, must disguise if they are to 
keep their power. 

Why haven’t we heard more from the 
Bishop whose eyes lit up at Colin 
Morris’s name? The same reason why 
the Bishops enjoyed the play Hadrian 
VII presented at the Lambeth Con- 
ference. Why weren’t they crying or 
hiding under their seats? It is the 
same reason I can sit here and type 
this. Because there is no one actually 
dying on my door-step. 

When war is discussed, or hunger or 
homelessness, it is precisely the 
people to whom it matters most who 
are not consulted. When was a starv- 
ing Biafran asked the question, Shall 
we feed you or shall we restore York 
Minster? Or the question, Shall I have 
two meals a day and you have none, 
or shall you and I have one each? 


Turn the thing round and see that 
the premise is wrong. Hunger, war, 
homelessness — these things are 
essential to the wealthy exploiters. Or 
is millions of people starving simply 
an oversight? I never knew. Why 
didn’t you tell me you were hungry? 


Church 
Is Dying 


Colin Morris doesn’t have detailed 
plans for world food distribution or 
for political upheaval. But he has 
seen a few things. That the hungry 
will come to take their food and that 
Western Democracy and Christianity 
will resist them. That the Church is 
dying of comfort, security, miniscule 
experience, and self-indulgent theo- 
logy. That the Church stinks as a well- 
fed corpse stinks. And that we must 
decide which side we are on. 


for Jesus’s sake”. His Jesus and his 
ideal Christian is someone who is 
humanely useful. The question is, 
Does Jesus or the Church help him 
to be humanely useful? If not, he 
must on his own terms leave both 


Morris’s definition of the Church is 
that it is people “doing costly things 


*Include Me Out 
Epworth Press 5s. 
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behind. And why not? It seems to me 
that he has Jesus as his ego-ideal and 
that he can’t detach himself emotion- 
ally from the Church. 


Most of my own theological education 
was historical. It comes as something 
of a surprise to discover (by thinking 
about it) that most of my allegiance 
has been to inherited myths, institu- 
tions, ideologies, ideals, and that it is 
these, and not consciously myself, 
that I have been using to look at the 
world. I have not been using my own 
eyes. Consequently J have not been 
doing my own actions but those 
dictated by institutions, traditions, 
customs, and my own ego-ideal. 


Having discovered this, I am left — 
with what? I am left with the question 
(my own this time): Shall I or shall 
I not kill myself? So far I’ve got no 
further than expecting to put it off 
until I don’t feel sexy any more, and 
then I’ll still have fun reading revolu- 
tionary books. 


Idle 
Privilege 


So I'll come to death by old age, and 
that I can’t avoid. I’ve got it stuck 
in my head that I’ve got a few years 
left and then I’ll die. It is with this 
perspective that I look at the world. 
Vulnerability is forced on me. I can 
disguise it or I can live it. Colin 
Morris sidles up to a sign saying 
“monstrous universe ” but dives back 
into immortality with “ desperate 
urgency” to concentrate on “ single 
human beings”. He’s right, I think, 
but he could. have wondered longer 
about the absurdity and cruelty of 
the world. 

Christianity has claimed two things: 
(1) to embody self-sacrificing love, 
and (2) to make sense of, for ex- 
ample, birth, sex, love, death. The 
first is ideology, the second is myth, 
and both are now suspect because 
the Church has opted for the com- 
fortable life and text-book sermons. 
Thus it has become a totalitarian 
monster — but, know this, you will 
find love there, and peace and gentle- 
ness, and aching and revolution. 


Colin Morris is here at the point of 
asking, What are we without any 
labels — Jesus-Follower, Pacifist, 
Marxist — and without membership 
of an institution — the Church, the 
Socialist Party, the Golf Club, 
CHURCH? Am I a source of great 
energy for love and generosity and 
happiness, or am I a mini-monster 
who will rape and deceive and repress 
as soon as the sanctions are removed. 


It’s too simple, of course, and he 
doesn’t say it. But it puts into focus 
the question whether Christianity is 
in the category of stimulants or 
sanctions. God is mad, erotic, fearful, 
or dead. And Bishops in England live 
in palaces and get by with super- 
stition about wisdom and _ spiritual 
authority. 


We in CHURCH agree with Colin 
Morris who agrees with Bonhoeffer 
that the Church should dispose of al) 
its property. And we, the Church, are 
afraid because we know that our 
authority is bogus. The Pope said 
about his trip to Bolivia (Guardian, 
August 19): ‘ We desire especially to 


meet the poor, all the immense popu- 


lation which lacks honour and bread ”’. 
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BERNARD POWER-CANAVAN 


He attacked “ idle privilege”. But he 
is protected from those hungry 
people by hundreds of police. And the 
idle privilege he shares with the 
oppressors of Bolivia. 


Eight hundred priests in South 
America are advocating violent 
revolution. The Pope has condemned 
them along with the revolutionary 
priests of Spain. Colin Morris quotes 
an American officer in Vietnam as 
saying, “We've killed a lot of 
friendly people and I’m real sorry. 


But like Sherman said, ‘ War is Hell’.” 
So one thing we can do is to call 
things by their proper name, like 
hypocrisy and murder. And not be 
fooled by phoney authority. 


It may be that in England now this 
is one of the most important (nega- 
tive) things to do. There are priests 
and prophets in politics, in com- 
merce, in newspapers, and in every 
group of people, as well as in, or out 
of, the Church. The two are incom- 
patible. You can’t be a prophet and 
a priest and that is why we expect 
nothing very much from the Lambeth 
Conference except that it will per- 
petuate itself. 


So where Colin Morris says — “ Jesus 
stood for the radical discontinuity 
between the past and the future. He 


* offered men no hope that they would 


build carefully and slowly upon what 
has gone before” —does he mean 
also ‘I stand for the radical discontin- 
uity betwen the past and the future ”? 
No. He says elsewhere that the 
“Church must be inevitable for 
someone so that as a Community of 
Faith she can guard the historical 
peCorg of the acts and words of 
esus ”. 


So be has sold out, hasn’t he? He 
retreats into the third person: “ For 
all the misery, frustration, and 
anguish of the world, there are 
forces at work seeking to re-humanise 
man”. (Emphasis added.) Does he 
mean “J am at work seeking to re- 
humanise man ”? I hope so. 


Keep — 
In Touch 


Can we really cut loose from the past? 
So that our contribution to the world 
is not adulation of its heroes, nor 
worship of its ideals, nor retreat into 
false modesty? Can I simply contri- 
bute myself? Colin Morris says that if 
we are to do this seriously we will 
need two qualities, the “ ability to feel 
more deeply and to absorb more 
punishment ”. 


Paper-and-ink bravado is suspicious. 
I don’t feel it as bravado but simply 
that it is some sort of fact that the 
whole of existence is focussed in me 
and that there is everything both 
frightening and liberating in taking 
this seriously. It is also a fact that it 
isn’t difficult to break me down. 


So when I retreat, do I take cover 
under an ideology or a banner or 
metaphysics or philosophy or what? 
As far as I understand it, I retreat to 
the care of my friends. Maybe this 
mutual care will lead to new celebra- 
tions of, for example, birth, sex, death, 
despair, ecstasy. We can play games 
and invent rituals and have festivities 
without using those we have inherited. 


I've not said much about how to feed 
the hungry or stop wars. If you read 
Colin Morris’s book you will see the 
thorough demolition job he’s done on 
organised Western Christianity. What 
do we do now? We can support relief 
agencies like Christian Aid, Oxfam, 
Shelter because these actually do 
feed and house people. 


But more important is the under- 
mining of illegitimate authority. And 
we can do this in England. It involves 
disengaging from the past. Please 
keep in touch because we may need 
each other, and our wives and hus- 
bands and children. 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


Collapse of the leadership 


So long as the Czechoslovak leaders 
held firm against Russia’s arrogant 
demands, the Czechoslovak people 
were invulnerable to anything short 
of massive, undisguised terror. 

The same factors that made them in- 
vulnerable—absolute trust in the 
leaders, identification of them as 
symbols of freedom (e.g. Svoboda= 
Svoboda), party loyalty—left them 
incapable of holding out against a 
settlement approved, no matter how 
unwillingly, by these same leaders. 


It isn’t a question of treachery, or 
selling out, though this is likely to be 
how those who break the umbilical 
cord of loyalty in order to continue to 
resist will see it. 

In the face of cruel and unrelenting 
pressure, Dubcek, Svoboda and the 
others have taken what must have 
seemed the only choice that left a 
chance for freedom in Czechoslovakia. 
Harold Jackson told in Saturday’s 
Guardian how Svoboda, after forcing 
the Russians to permit the other 
leaders to take part in the talks, had 
then forced the Russians again to 
release Josef Kriegel, chairman of the 
National Front, who refused to sign 
the communique, by threatening to 
kill himself if the plane took off with- 
out him. This kind of courage 
perhaps gives a glimmer of hope. 
But the very fact that the open sanity 
of the resistance of the Czechoslovak 
people was dependent on the deter- 
mination and courage of a handful 
ot middle-aged and old politicians can 
only have weakened their position in 
the agonising Kremlin negotiations. 
The knowledge that the mass of the 
people back home would accept in 


Vietnam jail riot 

One prisoner was killed, 58 injured, 
together with five guards, when GI 
prisoners at “ LBJ” (Long Binh Jail, 
12 miles north-east of Saigon) rioted 
on Friday. 

Scores of buildings in the barbed 
wire compound burned, and it took 
an hour (according to an army 
spokesman) for the MPs to get things 
under control. They used “normal 
riot procedures including tear gas”, 
he said. 

All 720 prisoners in the stockade were 
American, mostly servicemen. 


YANKEE 
GOES HOME 


The United States is planning to re- 
duce ‘substantially’ its number of 
military bases in Japan before 1970 
when the security treaty between 
Japan and the US is due to be re- 
newed, according to “informed 
American sources ”, quoted by Henry 
Scott Stokes writing from Tokyo in 
The Times, August 26. 

According to Mr Stokes, this is in 
response to growing opposition to the 
treaty within Japan, mostly from left- 
wing parties and to a lesser extent 
from the centre. 

“ By this tactic it should be possible 
to separate the many Japanese who 
have increasingly felt that the 
American bases constituted a major 
‘nuisance’ to local inhabitants from 
those who oppose them on ideological 
grounds. Thus the position of the 
ruling liberal democratic party (LDP), 
which supports the treaty, may be 
strengthened.” 

US bases in Japan are valued, in real 
estate terms alone, at £1,200m, with 
an annual rental value of $360m. 
There are still 41,400 servicemen 
stationed in Japan, employing 53,000 
Japanese; in the year ending in 
March, they spent $515m, 5.8% more 
than in the previous year. 


the last resort what terms they 
brought home from Moscow placed an 
inhuman responsibility on Dubdcek, 
Svoboda and company. 

Perhaps the exhilarating open resis- 
tance which within hours had the 
swaggering Russian invaders in tears 
will be transformed into Schweikean 
camouflaged sabotage, in the guise of 
cheerful cooperation. 

It would be optimistic to expect it 
though. More likely is a future of 
increasingly guilt-ridden collabora- 
tion, as those who continue to resist 
become scapegoats for those who 
collaborate and hate themselves for 
coing so. 

When the Irish leaders agreed to the 
Irish Treaty in 1921, under Lloyd 
George’s threat of total war in Ire- 
land, and so relinquished most of 
what they had been fighting for, the 
guilt and despair which they, and 
those who sided with them felt, led 
in the resulting Civil War to 
atrocities and repression far worse 
than the English military and the 
Black and Tans had been guilty of. 


Perhaps Czechoslovakia’s tortured 
history during the last 30 years will 
save them from this kind of fratricide. 
But the dilemma seems inescapable— 
maintain unity, and the collapse of 
the leaders must mean your own 
collapse; continue to resist, and your 
disloyalty is seen as disloyalty not 
just to the leadership, but to the 
community. 

Kevin McGRratTH 


Italian students 
stage sit-In 


Students in Turin were evicted by 
police after one day of a sit-in in the 
university arts faculty in protest at 
the Italian government’s draft 
university reform bill, which they 
described as designed “to divide the 
forces which aspire to a radical trans- 
formation of society in order to avoid 
an open political struggle against the 
system”. This was the first Italian 
his since the spring wave ended in 
une. 


Litvinov, Mrs 
Daniel jailed 


in Moscow 


Among those arrested in Moscow for 
demonstrating against the invasion of 
Czechoslovakia—they gathered in 
Ked Square, unfurled banners reading 
“ Hands off the CSSR’” and sat down 
—were Pavel Litvinov, grandson of 
the late Maxim Litvinov, Mrs Yuli 
Daniel, and Mrs Natalya Gorbanev- 
skaya. 


Mrs Gorbanevskaya, a_ well-known 
poet, was released, and promptly 
wrote to foreign correspondents in 
Moscow. She said that some of her 
comrades had been beaten by the 
police, but ‘‘My comrades and I are 
happy that we were able, even briefly, 
to break the sludge of unbridled lies 
and cowardly silence and thereby 
demonstrate that not all the citizens 
of our country are in agreement with 
the violence carried out in the name 
of the Soviet people.” 


NOT CHICAGO, BUT FRANKFURT 


Interlinking armies 
of the USSR and 
America co-operate 
directly as U 
military police 
remove West Geman 
students from the 
Soviet military 
mission in 
Frankfurt. 

The students had 
staged a sit-in on 
the night of August 
22 in protest against 
the invasion o 
Czechoslovakia. US 
MPs were brought in 
as a result of the 
ex-territorial status 
of the Soviet 
mission: US forces 
in Germany are 
responsible for its 

“ security ”. Once 
they had failed to 
prevent the 
demonstrators 
getting in, German 
police could not 
enter the grounds. 


Massive student protests in Mexico 


After a march by 200,000 people in 
Mexico City, protesting at the wasting 
of money on lavish preparations for 
next month’s Olympic Games while 
poverty is rife, police violence 
erupted against students who refused 
to disperse. 


The students used banners to erect 
makeshift tents, and declared their 
determination to stay until their de- 
mands were met—for the repeal of 


anti-subversion laws and the release 
of leaders in prison. 


Armoured cars charged the camp in 
the ‘‘ Caolo.” Central Plaza, where on 
July 29 students had fought troops 
and riot police (and held them off 
for hours at a time). They backed up 
4,000 paras, infantrymen, cavalry and 
riot police, outnumbering the students 
two to one. 

‘Kight armoured cars with sirens 


Guatemala assassination 


The United States Ambassador to 
Guatemala, Mr John Mein, was shot 
on Thursday last, the latest and most 
prominent of the thousands who have 
died in the last few years in Guate- 
mala’s underground civil war. 

Within a few hours the Fuerzas 
Armadas Rebeldes, a_ left wing 
guerrilla organisation had claimed 
that their men had been responsible. 
It appears to have been a mismanaged 
kidnapping operation, the unfortunate 
Mr Mein being intended to serve as 
hostage for FAR leaders in jail, 


notably Camilo Sanchez, a leading 
commander, who had been taken in a 
gun-battle on the previous Saturday. 
According to Richard Gott (Guardian, 
August 31) writing from Guatemala, 
the latest killing is likely to give a 
fresh impetus to the Right-wing 
groups who acted freely, with police 
connivance and support, killing sus- 
pected “Communists” by the 
thousand, until in March they kid- 
napped the Archbishop of Guate- 
mala, and forced the Government to 
clamp down somewhat. 


wailing charged full throttle down the 
streets, two abreast, cannon levelled, 
into the mass of students.” It was the 
fifth massive student demonstration 
in three weeks—and was carried out 
in full view of the city’s main tourist 
hotel, whose guests looked on the 
while. ‘ 

The savagery with which the students 
were treated is a reflection of the 
necessity seen by President Diaz to 
crush the students, who have been 
on strike for six weeks, before the 
Olympic Games open in October, and 
before Mexico City is occupied by 
thousands of journalists from all over 
the world. 

The University City—in student hands 
—is only five minutes’ walk from the 
main Olympic Stadium. On Sunday 
President Diaz announced in a State 
of the Union message, that he would 
use tough measures against the 
students, and this week it was ex- 
pected that an attack on _ the 
University City was imminent. 
Mexican Embassy, 48 Belgrave 
Square, London SWI; Mexican 
National Tourist Council, 60 Jermyn 
Street, London SWI. 


BIAFRA 


Britain backs ‘final 


The “final assault” on Biafra began 
at the weekend, a few days after the 
British Government had said that it 
would oppose any such assault until 


Nancekuke 


Plans for action this autumn against 
Nancekuke, the English CBW factory 
in Cornwall, are building. On Satur- 
day in St Ives, 200 people listened to 
speakers attacking the existence of 


the factory, including St Ives Liberals, - 


and Douglas Kepper, Howard Fry, 
and Dave Walsh. 

Only one person took the chance of 
a profferred microphone to disagree 
with the speakers. 

At a supporting meeting in St Ives, 
called by the local action committee 
and attended by 30 local people, it 
was decided to release 2,000 balloons. 
They will carry a message pointing 
out that the wind that blew the 
balloon could blow CB gas if some- 
thing went wrong. It is also planned 
to plant all over Cornwall hundreds 
of aerosol .cans painted red and 
marked “Gas”. 

Still in the Celtic fringe, this Satur- 
day will see the march from Caerwent 
to Newport in protest at the new 
arms dump in Monmouthshire, start- 
ing 12 noon. Local and Welsh con- 
tingents expect to be joined by 
marchers from all over Britain. 
Contacts: Graham Hewitt, 24 Back 
Road West, St Ives (for Nancekuke); 
CND, 14 Grays Inn Road, WC1 (for 
Caerwent). 


RIPPER 
SLAYS THEM 


The Brighton magistrate who sent 
down Nicolas Walter and Jim Radford 
last year for speaking up in church 
at Mr Wilson has proved himself 
again. 

Last week, as chairman of Brighton 
magistrates court, the suitably named 
Mr Herbert Ripper fined bookseller 
and poet Bill Butler £250 plus 180 
fuineas costs for having on sale in 
his Unicorn Bookshop books and 
poems which are nonetheless freely 
obtainable from The Times Bookshop, 
Bumpus, Dillons and many other 
similar shops. 

As if that was not bad enough, Bill 
Butler also had to listen to Mr 
Ripper’s views on literature. “ May I 
say how appalled my colleagues and I 
have been at the filth that has been 
produced at this court and the fact 
that responsible people, including 
members of the university faculty, 
have come here to defend it. It is 
something which is completely in- 
defensible from our point of view. 
We hope these remarks will be con- 
veyed to the university authorities.” 
An appeal is planned, and poets and 
others, including Ginsberg, Fer- 
linghetti, Logue and Horowitz are 
contributing to a book being pub- 
lished_ privately to raise money to 
help Bill Butler out. 


HUNGARY '56 CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
68. A comparative analysis. Guest 
speaker: Peter Fryer (former Daily 
Worker correspondent in Budapest). 
Friday, September 6, 8 pm. General 
Picton, Caledonian Road (near King’s 
Cross tube). Solidarity. 


RITES FOR THE EXTRUSION OF A 
LEPER, by Thomas Merton. Reprints 
on art paper of this article are avail- 
able at 5s for 20 (p & p 6d), CHURCH, 
7 Tyndale Terrace, London N1. 


all possibilities of a negotiated peace 
had been exhausted. 

Needless to say—in spite of the fact 
that the Addis Ababa talks are still 
formally taking place—there is no 
prospect of any criticism of the as- 
sault (let alone any reduction of arms 
supplies) by the British Government. 
On Monday William Whitlock, the 


DWARF 
COCKTAIL 


Kevin McGrath writes: The Black 
Dwarf, the left-wing fortnightly, had 
its first police raid on Tuesday, when 
five plainclothes men under the lead 
of Detective Inspector Elwyn Jones 
(the same name as the Attorney 
General, but not the same fellow) 
came Calling. 


Their motive appears to have been to 
get back at the Dwarf for running in 
full the script of the recent BBC 
“Cause for Concern” programme 
which dealt with the police. 


“They kept making remarks such as 
‘You'll be able to write another 
article about the police now won’t 
you’, and ‘This will be another 
“ Cause for Concern” I suppose’, or 
asking ‘How much did you make out 
of that article?’ ” said Tariq Ali, 
Black Dwarf editor. 


The excuse for the raid was, it seems, 
a tip off that there is a diagram on 
how to make a Molotov Cocktail on 
the wall of the paper’s office at 7 
Carlisle Street. Unfortunately, from 
the police point of view, it had been 
covered over with posters. It had been 
painted as a jeu d’esprit by “some 
comrade who shall be nameless”, 
about a fortnight ago, and had then 
been covered up as_ needlessly 
provocative. 


However, as we went to press, it was 
still quite likely that the police might 
be charging the Black Dwarf staff 
with ‘incitement to malicious 
damage”. It doesn’t seem likely they 
could make it stick, but that wouldn’t 
stop it being inconvenient and expen- 
sive. 


Hornsey exiles— 
art strike 
now threatens 


Kevin McGrath writes: An emergency 
scheme is being launched to help 
students of Hornsey Art College who 
are faced with the decision by the 
Haringey local education committee 
not to reopen until October or 
November. 


Sir Robin Darwin, rector of the 
Royal College of Art, has written to 
nine other colleges in the London 
area urging them to take Hornsey 
students on a temporary basis. 


There have been some positive replies, 
notably from the Central School of 
Art and Design. However, difficulty in 
getting approval from the Inner Lon- 
don Education Authority could stop 
anything much happening—so could 
the fact that students exiled from 
Hornsey are not going to be getting 
their grants on time in many if not 
most cases. 


The possibility of a national art 
students strike in response to victim- 
isation of staff and students at Guild- 
ford first, and now it seems at 
Hornsey, is real. This is one considera- 
tion that may well lie behind the bid 
to reduce the damage done by 


. Haringey council’s decision. 


push’ 


junior minister who had the enviable 
task of talking out the debate on 
Tuesday last week, so as to prevent a 
vote which could have gone against 
the Government (and against official 
Opposition policy), met with Chief 
Enahoro; reliable reports say that 
after Enahoro had confirmed that the 
assault was: taking place, Whitlock 
assured him of Britain’s support. For 
what it’s worth, it was officially denied 
by the Government later that any 
such assurances had been asked for or 
given. 


How final and how rapid the “ final 
assault ” is going to turn out to be is 
uncertain. According to Peter 
Cadogan, the Biafran military position 
is not as hopeless as it appears to be 
from most reports. The fighting that 
was going on this week along the road 
to Aba is crucial in this context— 
control of Aba and of the Aba road 
would open the way for a final geno- 
cidal push into the Ibo heartland. If it 
is held by the Biafrans—and latest 
reports suggest that they could be 
holding it—the military position could 
be established for months. 


The starvation, of course, would con- 
tinue. After the declarations by the 
International Red Cross that they 
were going to start flying in food 
regardless of the Nigerian Govern- 
ment—as Caritas has been for months 
—the Nigerians were reported on 
Tuesday to have given approval to a 
10-day airlift by the Red Cross to the 
Biafran controlled airstrip at Uli- 
Ihialia. But plans to have an airlift 
into an airstrip at Obilagu are being 
opposed by Gowon—and Colonel 
Adekunle is within shelling distance 
of Uli-Thialia airstrip. 
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I have a right to a view, and I am 
not persuaded that what you are 
doing will help me. 


Disposal 
unit upsets 
‘Berets’ 


John Wayne’s The Green Berets is on 
its way round Britain, and stirring up 
activity on the way. For the most part 
it’s a matter of pickets outside, or 
muffled protests inside. 

But at Ipswich last week, when the 
film was showing, an army disposal 
squad was called in after a cleaning 
woman looked under a seat in the 
circle at the ABC and found a brown 
paper parcel emitting a ticking noise. 
After the bulding had been evacuated, 
however, it turned out to contain just 
an old alarm clock and half-a-brick. 
“This piece of news came as a 
pleasant surprise to peace activists 
in this town,” one of them wrote to 
us. ‘We wish we had thought of it.” 


IT’S ALL RIGHT, MA 


Kevin McGrath writes: - Emergency 
plans to reduce the harmful effects of 
a leak of radioactivity exist at every 
nuclear station in Britain, Mr C. A. 


Adams, chief nuclear health and 
safety officer for the Central 
Electricity Generating Board told the 
annual meeting of the British 


Association for the Advancement of 
Science last week at a symposium on 
disasters. 


“Todide tablets would be issued to 
reduce the chance of thyroid injury 
and emergency evacuation would if 
necessary be undertaken by the 
police,” he said. 


““These schemes have been discussed 
at the local liaison committees estab- 
lished at all nuclear power stations 
and the measures have been agreed 
by the medical officers of health, the 
local authorities and relevant Govern- 
ment departments. 


“ Monitoring schemes also exist to 
ensure that in the event of an 
accident it would be possible to define 
the extent to which milk banning and 
other food restrictions might be 
necessary.” 


But he emphasised that the main aim 
was to minimise the risk of any 
accident. There had never yet been 
any kind of release of radioactivity 
from nuclear power reactors in the 
United Kingdom, nor was there ever 
likely to be one. 


What he apparently did not remind 
the British Association of was that on 
October 10, 1957, there was an 
appreciable—and in spite of Govern- 
ment efforts—well publicised leakage 
of radioactive particles when the ex- 


perimental reactor at Windscale in 
Cumberland overheated. This was not 
‘““a power reactor” within the mean- 
ing of the act of course, so he was 
not actually lying. 


The symposium ended with a request 
to the President, Professor Dame 
Kathleen Lonsdale, for a working 
party to be set up to consider how to 
foresee, minimise and avoid new 
forms of disaster. 


Resistance 
to armed 


aggression 


THE STRATEGY OF CIVILIAN 
DEFENCE 
Ed. Adam Roberts 

42s (1s 6d) 


TYRANNY COULD NOT QUELL 
THEM 


The story of the 
Norwegian Resistance 
by Gene Sharp 1s 6d (3d) 


RESISTING MILITARY COUPS 
by Adam Roberts 6d (3d) 


COMMON SENSE IN DEFENCE 
Stephen King Hall 2s 6d (3d) 


BIBLIOGRAPHY: NON- 


VIOLENT ACTION _ 5s (5d) 
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Czechoslovakia 


The Czechoslovak crisis, and the 
demonstrations it has inspired in Lon- 
don, interest me particularly from one 
angle. I went along to show my sense 
of solidarity with the Czech people 
and the leaders, believing that, with 
communications still open to a degree, 
the Czechoslovaks would be hardened 
by the news of foreign support. I 
believe the unity behind the Dubcek- 
Cernik-Svoboda leadership to be open 
and genuine, and I expressed my 
support in this light, despite certain 
reservations about the economic pro- 
gramme that they wished to conduct. 


Therefore I find it ridiculous to see 
individuals parading posters condemn- 
ing all leaders, even Dubcek! News 
of such a protest can hardly promote 
friendly solidarity in the Czech 
resistance —it will only breed 
suspicion. Equally relevant here is the 
question of support for the people of 


Vietnam. I suppress my opinion that 
Ho Chi Minh is a bureaucrat to a 
lesser position, because the important 
point is that he commands the support 
of the majority of the people of 
Vietnam in the all-important fight 
against America and her allies. 


Indeed, whatever form of resistance 
the people of Czechoslovakia or 
Vietnam take, be it largely passive as 
currently in Prague or violent as in 
Vietnam, is a matter for those people 
to decide for themselves. This, after 
all, is the essence of their struggle. 
The people in Czechoslovakia have for 
several months united behind Dubcek 
in a period of crisis. In a time of 
peace, if individuals wish to campaign 
for the downfall of Dubcek and Ho 
Chi Minh, then this is a different 
matter. At this time, however, if they 
believe in the essence of the struggle 
to let the people of Czechoslovakia 
and Vietnam order their own affairs, 


Wee Shall Overcome! 


4 


then they should have more respect 
for those active in the struggle, and 
not be so arrogant. 

David Jardine, 


& Roe Green Close, 
Hatfield, Herts. 


Gas and Gaiters 


D.S. Savage (August 23) rightly takes 
Bob Overy to task for his inadequate 
treatment of the Anglican Pacifist 
Feliowship’s August 6 meeting. You 
may not know that the Church Times, 
politically on the far Right, not only 
made the APF meeting its lead story 
with front-page headlines (eclipsing 
the Lambeth Conference sessions) but 
in the same issue devoted its first 
leader to a sympathetic (if slightly 
patronising) comment on CHURCH. 


I am not an Anglican, but I cannot 
help feeling that the Church Times 
both displayed a sense of news values 
more appropriate to Peace News and 
also showed more willingness to 
attribute a good motive to other 
people than did John Ball in making 
the unwarranted and uncharitable 
supposition that the Lambeth b:shops 


fasted as a defensive reaction to 
CHURCH’s harassment. I would nave 


thought that the Bishops’ fast de- 


served cheering rather than jeering. 
Nicholas Sims, 
12 Bingham Street, N1. 


Just Turn On! 


In my opinion the only reason Peace 
News doesn’t sell well is style. The 
national papers, as we all know, man- 
age to make us swallow their own 
political pill and score some bread in 
the process. How? By using a “ cap- 
suled vocabulary ” (as the Americans 
call it) they make the whole article 
readable to the layman, interesting, 
and factual. Somewhere in this is the 
message. 

Only John Bail, to his credit, seems 
to have this readable style of writing. 
Peace News need not lose any of its 
meat but it certainly needs dressing 
up to make it more palatable. Why not 
have a symbol? Most newspapers have 
one. IT has the famous IT girl. Why 
nota Peace News girl? 


Blast our minds with pacifist dyna- 
mite! Throw flowers of happiness 
over us! Show us that Peace can be 
fun! Just TURN ON PLEASE!! 
David Flude, 
Oakwood Cottage, 13 Bolsover Road, 
Eastbourne, Sussex. 

Letters Deadline, Monday! 


Ready, Willing, and Able? 


VOLUNTEERS? 

Would you be prepared to travel 
(hitching?) round Colleges and 
Universities early in the autumn, 
stimulating interest in the work of 
Peace News and helping sales? 


VOLUNTEERS? 
If this is not possible and you are a 


student would you sell copies every 
week at your own College or 
University? 


VOLUNTEERS? 

Could you come to the office for a 
short time each week to go through 
the vast amount of newspapers and 
magazines etc which come from all 
over the world for items of interest 
and importance which may 
otherwise be overlooked? 


VOLUNTEERS? 

We still need help urgently to pack 
the paper on Wednesday Seu. 
at: 


5 CALEDONIAN ROAD, KINGS CROSS, LONDON N1. 


THE GOOD 
FARMER 
SCHWEIK 


THE HAGUE, HOLLAND — Two young Dutch artists 
demonstrated against the Russian invasion in Czechoslo- 
vakia by pissing against the wall of the Russian Embassy. 
After they had relieved themselves they were arrested by 
the policeman who was standing guard nearby. 


Being the heartfelt lament of Commisar 
Buttinski, in charge of Fraternal Socialist 
Fertilization Control 


KUMRADS! 

Behold yon knavish farmer Schweik 
Who grieves great Lenin’s ghost, belike, 
For lo! this lout doth not prefer 

Our plenteous party-approved manure. 


This Schweik he dareth to revise 
Ye age-olde way to fertilise, 
Whereof fair Marxist gardens grow 
With bureaucrats all in a row 


And people’s bombs and Skoda shells. 
But Schweik (alack the shame to tell!) 
Delighteth, yea, like one gone crazy 
To raise up non-conformist Daisies. 


Thou wretch who farms forbidden fruits, 
A blight upon thy substitutes! 

No socialism we admit 

But cometh forth from Olde Bull Shit. 


THEODORE RoSzAkK 


HILDA BERNSTEIN’S Personal Comment 
Scientology, Apartneid, and Instant Opinions 


Instant opinions like puddings and 
soups, full of artificial flavouring and 
colouring but lacking any true value, 
swamp the media. Every expert is 
dragged before the cameras to pro- 
nounce his feather-opinions. Every 
crumb of real fact is atomised and 
dispersed in a mushroom cloud of 
interpretations and superficial specu- 
lations. Valueless words. But the 
pictures are real. 


Vietnam, Biafra: they knife our 
waking lives, creep inside our skulls, 
no closed eyes can obliterate them. 
We turn the knob, but the skeletal 
child is a silhouette on the retina. We 
burn with impotence at our failures. 
Unlike the experts, we are sometimes 
beaten into silence. 


# ES * 


Far away in that ‘‘ fairest Cape” the 
echoes of student protest blew in on 
the south-easter. There was a sit-in 
directed against Government inter- 
ference in university affairs: the 
Council of the University of Cape 
Town, after Government threats, had 
rescinded their decision to appoint an 
African lecturer, Mr Arthur Mafeje. 
A considerable portion of the faculty 


body supported the protest by 
students. The Dean of the Faculty of 


CS: TO USE 
OR NOT TO USE? 


Nearly 650 gas and CS _ smoke 
grenades and cartridges are held by 
police forces in Britain. Of these 66 
are held by the Metropolitan Police. 
But, according to a Home Office press 
officer this week, “There is no 
question at all of these being used 
against riots or civil disorders—they 
are held for situations such as where 
a criminal is holed up with a gun, 
and there’s the danger that he might 
ee members of the police or pub- 
ic.” 

The figures were given by the Home 
Office in a letter to Captain Henry 
Kerby, MP, who had asked a question 
in the House on July 19. Since the 
Home Secretary has no direct respon- 
sibility for the provision of grenades 
and cartridges, the decision as to the 
number of grenades and cartridges is 
that of chief constables. This meant 
a special survey had to be carried 
out before the Home Office could 
give a full answer. 


DIARY 


6 Sept, Friday 


SOUTHALL. 8 pm. ‘‘ White Hart"’, 
Road (opp Bowling Alley). Folk, 
club. Freeman Syndicate. 


, Uxbridge 
jazz, blues 


7 Sept, Saturday 


BRISTOL, Mornings. Queens Road. On Sale 
Peace News and peace books. Helpers welcome. 
Chris Shellard. 


CAERWENT. 12 noon. March to Newport (Mon.) 
against US arms dump at Caerwent. Details/ 
coaches: CND, 14 Grays Inn Road, WCl 


GRANTHAM. 10.30 to 1.30 pm. St Peter's Hall. 
Peace News selling. Helpers welcome. Grantham 
Peace Action. 


LONDON N10. 2.30 to 6 pm. Muswell Hill Friends 
Meeting House, Church Crescent, Muswell Hill 
Road. London Area PPU Garden Party (indoors 
if wet). 


8 Sept, Sunday 


BIRMINGHAM. 8 pm. “' Salutation '’, Snow Hill. 
Jazz club, all profits to CND. 


Arts and Professor of Classics for the 
past 11 years, Professor Pope, re- 
signed before the sit-in, when he 
heard of the Council’s decision, say- 
ing conditions had become intolerable. 


The action of the students was 
admirable, but should not be over- 
estimated. We are not witnessing here 
the beginning of that flame of revolt 
that has swept over students in 
Europe. The protest was not directed 
in the first place against Apartheid 
principles but specifically against 
Government interference in university 
affairs. These students are a minority 
‘of the white student body, which is of 
course only a segment of that super- 
privileged minority, the whites of 
South Africa. They can never become 
the spark to ignite a revolutionary 
vanguard and they are not even the 
torch-bearers of a wind of change. 


Yet who can disparage their act? In 
an authoritarian country where the 
pressures on white youth for con- 
formity are enormous, they have 
dared to think for themselves. They 
are confronted with every kind of 
threat — threat of jail from Vorster, 
threats of violence (amply demon- 
strated in the past) from _ pro- 
Apartheid students, and the angry 
threats of their terrified parents. 


“We don’t have a national polic 
force in this country,” pointed out 
the press officer. No limit was placed 
on the chief constables in this respect 
—it was assumed that they would act 
sensibly. 


How far this independence of local 
police forces limits the value of 
Home Office assurances that CS will 
not be used in “riots,” however, is 
uncertain. It does seem likely, though, 
that where Grosvenor Square type 
confrontations are concerned, the 
police are likely to stick to traditional 
British methods. 


AMERICAN 
ARMS SELL-OUT? 


The US Congress is considering an 
amendment which would force the 
Pentagon to sell surplus weapons and 
excess military equipment to State, 


local law enforcement and _fire- 
fighting agencies for  riot-control 
purposes. 


It would mean that “ at the request of 


BRISTOL DOWNS. 3 pm. Speakers Corner. CND 
and PPU speakers. 


EPPING FOREST. Sponsored walk for Vietnam 
medical aid. Details: LAR 3533. 


HASTINGS. 6 to 9 pm. Seafront at Fishmarket. 
Peace Action Centre mobile bookstall. Helpers 
welcome, INVOLVE. 


9 Sept, Monday 


MANCHESTER. 8 pm. Jane and David Graham, 
58 High Lane, Chorlton. Discussion, local 
activity. Tel: 061-881 1788. 


10 Sept, Tuesday 


BEXLEYHEATH. 7.30 pm. ‘* Lord Bexley "’ (opp 
Bexleyheath Ciock Tower). Bexleyheath Fol 
Centre. Bexley Peace Action Group. 


mv 


BIRMINGHAM. 7.30 pm. ‘‘ The Crown”', Cor- 
poration Street. Discussion group — “ The 
October Demonstration ’’. Speaker: Mike 
Sheridan. 

HASTINGS, 7.30 pm. Centre for Studies in 


Social Isolation, 80 Norman Road, St Leonards- 
on-Sea, Sussex. Open meeting and discussion 
group. INVOLVE (International Voluntary 
Village Enterprise). 


LONDON NW6. 8 pm. 16 Kilburn House, Malvern 
Place. Kilburn Anarchists. 


Their sit-in was a re-affirmation of 
hope in South Africa, and a demon- 
stration of courage. 


Scientologists have long been firmly 
established in South Africa where 
High Priest Hubbard denounces those 
who oppose Apartheid and strongly 
supports the present regime. I had a 
friend there who paid something like 
£400 to be trained as a scientologist. 
He had barely qualified when, without 
being informed, a notice was posted 
up at headquarters announcing that 
he had been de-frocked, or ex- 
communicated, or whatever. 


When he demanded an explanation, 
the reason given was that his wife had 
permitted a meeting of the Liberal 
Party to take place in their home. He 
didn’t get his money back. I’m all for 
people being allowed their sects and 
cults, but I don’t think scientology is 
a religion, nor has it anything to do 
with “the quest for true being”. 
There is a hard business head behind 
all that mumbo-jumbo. 


Suppression won’t drive them under- 
ground: this is not a dedicated group 
of idealists defending what they be- 
lieve in. What Hubbard is defending 
is the right to make money out of 


governors or any State officials they 
designated,” the Pentagon would 
have no choice but to sell in this 
way anything from a pistol up to a 
tank. 


Apprehensive at the prospect of an 
arms race between the States, the 
Defence Department is for once on 
the side of the angels, and is trying 
to get the amendment, passed with 
hardly any opposition by the House 
of Representatives last month, thrown 
out in committee, or in the Senate. 


“ Defence Department officials present 
a number of arguments against the 
amendment,” says the New York 
Times. “In the first place, they say, 
military weapons of the _ semi- 
automatic type are not the tools to 
use in suppressing civilian riots.” 


“The amendment would also create 
a vast sales programme impossible to 
adequately control and administer be- 
cause of its mandatory language, 
broad provisions, and the ability of 
governors to delegate to lower- 
ranking officials their authority to re- 
quest sales and designate the type of 
equipment wanted.” 


SSE 
11 Sept, Wednesday 


LEICESTER. 8 pm. 1 The Crescent, King Street. 
Leicester Project — libertarian peace action and 
discussion. 


LONDON NW1. 8.30 to 11 pm. Unity Theatre, 
Goldington Crescent. Folk club, bar, singers 
welcome. Silver collection. 


12 Sept, Thursday 


HULL. 8 pm. Blue Bell Inn, Lowgate. ‘‘ The 
Freedom Folk ’’ — folksong, ballads, blues, and 
poetry. 


13 Sept, Friday 


WESTMINSTER. 7.30 pm. Norfolk Room, Caxton 
Hall. Discussion meeting on ‘‘ Racial Discrimin- 
ation in International Sport ’’. SAN-ROC. 


13-15 Sept, Fri-Sun 


BIRMINGHAM. Fircroft College, Selly Oak. 
Weekend conference on ‘‘ The Use of Films in 
Peace Work’’ (and other media). Society of 
Friends Peace and International Relations 
Cttee. 


14 Sept, Saturday 


LONDON E3. 8 pm. St Paul’s, Bow Common. 
Christian Anarchist meeting in the Vicarage, 
Leopold Street, to discuss a manifesto. Those 
attending invited to Mass in Church 6 pm. 
Pring food for the Agape afterwards. 
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mugs. When that right has been taken 
away, scientology will disappear with- 
out a trace, except in that most cor- 
rupt and distorted of all societies, 
America. 


* ie * 


Some un-named agency is producing 
advertisements of syrupy child’s-first- 
reader coyness on behalf of the Post 
Office. If I were the PMG, Pd curl up 
and die of shame. The one-line para- 
graphs, the jolly little asides in 
parenthesis, the conversational 
questions — the whole effect is un- 
speakable, silly, and what’s more, 
obscure in a sloppy kind of way. One 
ad tells us that from September 15 
you can seal the envelopes of all 
letters, both first and second-class — 


So you see the New Letter Service 
isn’t only two-speed and two-price. 


It’s also two-way. 
You benefit. We benefit. 


I’m so simple that I could not under- 
stand this till I heard a radio explana- 
tion. From September 16 there will 
be no more second-class mail. You 
will seal all letters, whether printed 
circulars or not, and pay the full 
price. It’s two-way. You pay more, and 
your letters take longer to be de- 
livered. 


Special offer for new readers 


6 weeks 
Peace News 


post free trial 5s 


Students, 10 weeks for 5s. 


Air edition 8 weeks for 10s; US, 
6 weeks for 1 dollar. Send this 
coupon to Peace News, 5 Caledonian 
Road, London N.1 (Block letters, 
please.) 


30s for a twelve month 
supply of: 
Pop, pot, poetry, 
pornography, 
revolution, Black Power, 
flower power, Dylan, 
UFO’s, censorship, 
satire, beautiful broadsheets 
and posters. 
(2 back issues free 
with each subscription!) 


I enclose 30s for 12 copies of OZ, 
plus 2 back issues. 


38A Palace Gdns Terrace, 
London, W8 


The most intriguing explanation 
of how the Czechoslovak Free 
Radios could keep going so 
successfully was that they were 
using “jamming” transmitters 
provided under the Novotny 
regime for precisely the opposite 
purpose: sort of up-dated way of 
turning swords into ploughshares. 


* om x 


Turning on the BBC to keep up 
with what was happening on the 
fateful Wednesday, I was—as 
always in these circumstances — 
infuriated by the imperturbable 
way the programmes kept on as 
if nothing had happened. Dance 
music, pop music, cooking hints, 
orchestral music —- that was all I 
could get as I switched from 
Radio 1 to 2, 3 and 4. It was as if 
the Russians had marched into 
Broadcasting House in London. 


As well as the inability to shove 
on extra news bulletins, you’ve 
got the refusal of announcers, disc 
jockeys, and so on to give any in- 
dication that they are in any way 
involved in what’s happening out- 
side. It’s just as true of, say, the 
Music Programme as it is of Radio 
One, though it tends to be most 
grotesquely noticeable in the 
latter. 


“Well, lads and lasses, be seeing 
you all in just a minute after the 
news headlines ” — then a minute 
or so of war, famine, assassina- 
tion, and natural disaster, fol- 
lowed by “Hello again, all you 
swinging people, the sun is 


GLASSIFIED 


Terms: Dis- 
counts for series. Box No—1s extra, Cash 
with order (not stamps, please). Adverts 
to reach 5 Caledonian Road, London Ni 
by first post Monday. Box No replies to 
same address. Displayed advertisement 
rates on application. 


Coming events 


HOUSING IS A HUMAN RIGHT! Trafalgar 
Square Rally, Sunday September 15 at 
3 pm. Speakers: Des Wilson (SHELTER), 
Rev Nicolas Stacey (Oxfam), Jocelyn 
Barrow (CARD), Tony Smythe (NCCL), 
Colin Crouch (LSE), Rev Ian Henderson 
(Christian Action), David Mumford (Birm- 
ingham Housing Trust), Margaret Bramall 
(Council for the Unmarried Mother and 
her Child), with folk singers. Chairman: 
George Clark (Notting Hill Community 
Workshop). For further details: 01-838-2051. 


Personal 


DUREX Gossamer 8s 6d dozen. Durex 
Fetherlite 14s 6d dozen. Durex Gold Pack 
12s dozen. Real Skins three for 15s 6d. 
Dept PN, Personal 626 Leeds 
Road, Dewsbury. 


Service, 


ENGLISH PEN-FRIENDS, girls and boys, 
about 14, wanted by pupils of progressive 
Ecole de Beauvallon, Dieulefit (26) Drome, 
France, c/o Mile M. Monnier. 


JOHN 
BALL'S 
COLUMN 


shining and here is the latest 
Rolling Stones’ number recreated 
in the studio by the BBC Northern 
Dance Orchestra Beat Group ”. 


About the only exception is, of 

course, John Peel who continues 

on Sunday afternoons and Wed- 

nesday nights to demonstrate that 

it is possible to react as a human 

pee even on Wonderful Radio 
ne. 


* * * 


What with a marked lack of jam- 
ming stations and of local radio, 
I have grave doubts as to whether 
the British broadcasters could do 
anywhere near as well as the 
Czechs and Slovaks. Bring back 
the Pirates—they were awful 
most of the time, but better than 
Radio One — and at least you had 
a choice. 


And if you think it couldn’t hap- 
pen here, don’t be too sure — 
even aside from the chance of an 
American takeover bid, say, when 
Wallace becomes President in 


Theatre 


UNITY EUS 8647 closed for repairs, Re- 
opening soon with The Rent — new play 
by Theodore Roszak. Watch for opening 
date. 


FREE SPECIMEN COPY of Peace News sent 
to any friend of yours who might be a 
potential reader. Send mames_ and 
addresses to Circulation, 5 Caledonian 
Road, London Nil. 


I WAS FINED £10 after the Russian Ex- 
hibition demo. I can’t afford it. Donations 
gratefully received. Dave Walsh, 13 Good- 
win Street, N4. 


TYPING, manuscripts, theses, etc, Sue 
Pottle, 4c Willow Buildings, Willow Road, 
NW3. SWE 4192. 


WHEN IN A CO-OP SHOP, quote London 
Co-op number 336943 or send us the 
dividend cheque. The resulting dividend 
will be paid into the Peace News Fund. 
Try learning the number. 


SE ce 
NEXT WEEK 


Robert Lambotte 
Who’s Backing Who 
In Biafra? 


1972. Scotland and Wales could 
easily find themselves faced with 
an attempted occupation if the 
Nationalists declared indepen- 
dence after winning an election. 
It happened in Ireland, after ail. 
I suspect that the reluctance to 
harm Kith and Kin in Rhodesia 
might not apply in Scotland or 
Wales. 


* * * 


When I saw the description in the 
Daily Mirror of the effigy of Wil- 
son burned in Downing Street by 
Biafran demonstrators last week 
— ‘a dinner-suited, rag-filled 
‘doll’, complete with pipe” —I 
had an alarming initial suspicion 
that they must have got hold of 
the real one. 

Perhaps that Government fili- 
buster on arms could finally break 
through the shell of indifference 
about Biafra that seems to have 
paralysed virtually the entire 
ranks of those who protest pub- 
licly on more fashionable topics. 
I doubt it. ’'m just about as 


cynical about most  fellow- 
protesters now as about 
politicians. 


Mind you, for the first time (so 
far as I know) the Black Dwarf 
has mentioned Biafra—in_ its 
last issue. It gets one line. 


* * BS 


Footnote to the Stuart Mitchell 
foul-language controversy: No- 
body has written in yet, it seems, 
to complain about Peace News 
printing my name every week. 
Strange. 


Publications 


FREEDOM PRESS publish Anarchy monthly 
2s, Freedom weekly 6d. Trial subscription 
to both for two months: 8s post free. 84b 
Whitechapel High Street (Angel Alley) 
London El. 


MARTIN LUTHER KING’S last article is in 
the current Reconciliation Quarterly, 2s 6d 
from FoR, 9 Coombe Road, New Malden, 
Surrey. 


SOCIALIST LEADER for outspoken views 
and comment: for peace and freedom. 6d 
weekly from: 197 Kings Cross Road, 
London WCl. 


THE RAILWAY REVIEW, weekly railway- 
men’s paper. Essential reading for those 
who want the authentic voice of railway 
workers, Obtainable 9s a quarter post free 
from 105 Euston Road, NW1. 


For sale 


RECORDS, all Joan Baez and Elektra, 
Topic, Transatlantic, Folkways, Fontana, 
Extra labels. Send your orders to 


Housmans, 5 Caledonian Road, London Nl. 


Cinema 


FILM CENSOR will show New Cinema Club 
members what he cuts and why. Member- 
ship one guinea. Free illustrated booklet 
available now. 122 Wardour Street, W1. 
734 5888. 


